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Letter from Charles ‘tomatoe copied from a Buffalo newspaper 
Sept. 14, 1847. 
b; Buf fale, June 26, 1845. 

Dear eirie 

tn reply to your letter inquiring as to my recollection 
of some of the early incidents and inhabitants of this city, and 
particularly as to those circumstances which T had some interest in 
or conneetion with, T will remark that T came here with my 
partner, Mr. Geo. Coit, in June, 1811. ft was then a settlement, 
sometimes called New Amsterdam, but most generally Buffalo, con- 
taining leas than 100 buildings and a population of some 450 or 
500 inhabitante. Its subsequent destruction by the British is a 
matter of history. 

Tt's rise from that time has bsen a succession of 
improvements, differing little from that of many other places in 
our young country, except in the great rapidity of growth. This 
may in part be attributed to its naturally superior location to 
many others, but more sepecially to two important events that have 
oceurred since its firet settlement, tending to make it a place 
of deposit and trans-shipment. 1 allude to the sonstrustion of 
its artificial harbor and the completion of the Erie Canal. 

Tt ig curious te compare all growing places with their 
origin or early condition, and Buffalo no less so than others,and 


although it may be less interesting to one who has not witnessed 
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all its changes and improvements, a brief notice of some of its 
early features may be acceptable. Let us therefore go back to 
1811. 

At that time the only public buildings were the old goal 
on Washington St., which was eome few vears ago demolished, and 
an unfinished Court House, where that present building is located, 
A small building of wood near where Mr. Silas Fobes’ dwelling 
now stands, put up for a school house, served also the various 
purposes of a Town Hall, a church for all religious denominations, 
end indeed for all other public purposes. This was built and 
Claimed by Dr. C, Chapin. 

Three taverns were kept, that of Joseph Landon, where a 
part of the present Mansion House now stands; gnother of more 
moderate pretensions at the corner of Main and Senesa St's, kept 
by Raphael Cook; and the cther by Gramaliel St. Jehn, near the 
corner of Mein end Court St‘s. Mr. Landon alone survives, 

The only merchants were Juba Storre & Co., Grosvenor & 
Heacock, Eli Hart and Ysaac Davies, the first being looted on the 
now vacant comer of Washington and Exchange, and the othsre on 
Main between South Division and Exchange St's. All are yet living 
excepting Messrs Grosvenor & Davies. 

A mail from Albany, brought ones or twice a wesk in a 


wooden spring lumber wagon, with occasionally a few passengars,- 
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was opened, (not the passengers) by Oliver Forward. Judge Granger 
held the office of postgaster, as aleo that of sollector of the 
port, the latter an offiee rather of honor than of business or 
profit, The business of those officers, as well as most of the 
civil and eriminal business pertaining to the justice courts of 
the village, was managed by Eaq. Forward in the chamber of a little 
building standing near the site of C. C. Bristol's druggist stora. 

The commerce of the lakes was small. fT think there 
were only four or five small vessels on our side, and two or 
thres merchantmen, beside two British armed vessels on the other. 
There was no harbor. The mouth of Buffalo Cresk was usually 80 
much obstructed by a sand bar that small vessela could but rarely 
enter, and even canoes were sometimes shit out, enabling boat-men 
to walk dry-shod across the mouth. Vessels were loaded and un- 
loaded at a wharf near Bird Tsland at Black Rock. 

Mr. Coit and myself came to Buffalo as traders. Our 
lot of merchandise of about twenty tons, and then considered 
Matias heavy a stock for this place, was boated up from Schenec- 
tady on the Mohawk River, by the way of Wood Cresk to Oswego, thence 
by lake to Ontario, carted across the portage at the Falhs, and 
thence boated by the Niagare River to this place. 

To enable you to contrast the time and expense of 


transportation from Albany at that early day with the present, T 
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will state that it usually required from three to four weeks by thal 
route at the price of $50.00 per ton, and cartags the whole way by 
land, $80.00. 

When Buffalo was burnt, our store and contents were 
destroyed with it. Soon afterwards we re-built and continued 
trading until 1817. tn 1814 we built a vessel on the lake and in 
1816 ancther one, and have ever since had more or less interest 
in the transportation business, We were the first, and until 
1820 or 21, T think ths only persons engaged in it at this place, 
Sill, Thompson & Co., who were earlier residents in this part of 
the country, and had been for several years connected with a fore 
wardirg line, were located at Black Reck. 

Experiencing much inconvenience from the want of a 
hérbor, my attention, in common with the other inhabitants, was 
eatly turned to that subjeet, but the practicability of construct- 
ing an artificial one at this point was a matter of much doubt, 
Publie opinion was divided on thet subfest, and even sane 
engineers eminent in their profession, hesitated to give an 
opinion, that it could be affected, An effort was made to induce 
the general government to clear out the mouth of the creek and 
erect somes opposing barrier to the accumulation of sand, but 
without success, 

Our citizens then determined to apply to the Legislature 
of their state, and f was appointed to urge its attention to this 
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subject. Accordingly in 1819 T went to Albany and remained there 
during the winter. 

Plans of Judge Peacock, Joseph Ellicott and Navid 
Thomas were submitted, and although strongly recommended by 
Gov. Clinton, and favorably considered by many judicious, far- 
sighted manbers of both houses, its accamplishment was deemed 
so uncertain, or the benefits to the state attending its success 
so doubtful,. that a majority of either house could not be found, 
who would appropriate a dollar for the purpose of trying the 
experiment. They were willing to aid individuals to do so, by a 
loan of money to ba well secured, and give as an equivalent for 
the risk of succeeding, a right to levy a tax on all vessels that 
should enter the harbor, That being all that could be obtainadl, 
an act was passed accordingly, authorizing a loan of twelve thou- 
Band dollara to some dozen of our citizens for that purpose. 
Declined by others, it was accepted by Oliver Forward, Samual 
Wilkinson, Geo. Coit and myself in 1821. They gave the required 
security, received the money, expended it, with soma contribution 
from that company, and others of our citizens, in the construction 
of two nearly parallel piers, composed of timber, brush and stone, 
extending a sufficient distance frem the mouth of the creek into 
the lake to protect the entrance. This also was opened and ths 


whole work done under the personal superinten dence of Judge 
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. Wilkinson, and it succeeded, giving a free passage out andin at 
all times to vessels drawingpeyen or eight feet of water, that 
being then the @raft of the largest veseels of the lake. 

At a subsequent period, finding the experiment success- 
ful, and the harbor nocossary as well a8 convenient, connected as 
it is with the Erie Caml, the state cancelled our mortgages giv 
for the raepayment of the money, and the United States Government 
afterward rebuilt the works entirely of stone in their present 
beautiful and psrmanent condition, 

A spirited controversy between the citizens of Buf falo 
and Black Rock, relative te the construction of the ple~ and the 
termination of the canal at the latter place, having been decided 
by the canal commissioners directing the canal to be continusd to 
this place, the question of precedency was then set+led, a new 
impulse given to business, and nothing seemed wanting but capital 
to render Buffalo the great western mart for the future commerce 
of the lekes, nor have events disappointed thus far that expecta- 
tion.. ts present trade, manufactures, comma rce and population, 
ag well as the great increase in the value of real setate, 
abundantly show that those early anticipations have not been 
visionary, and if its progress be not interrupted by war, and 
should our state adopt a policy in regard to its canals, dictated 


by its true interests, and its firet rights as regarded other 


states, it would be difficult T think to fix tha future 
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boundaries of our city, or prescribe limits to its wealth and 
business. 

As an instante of the change of real state, T will 
mention that in 1821, of so little value wae the land on or near 
Buffalo Creek considered, that T was told that the whole of the 
triangle on the west side of Main St., now bounded by the Erie 
Canal. and Buffalo Creek, then a meadow on which was cut a good 
trop of grass, and containing T shonld think about eight acres, 
might be purchased for four hundred dollars. Indeed, if T corract- 
ly remember, the sams property was sometime afterward sold by one 
Me. Connell for five hmndred dollars. 

; Having held a judicial office in this comty from 1813 
until after 1826, part of which time T aleo acted as a justice of 
the peace in a very exciting and unsettled period of our border 
history, and particularly during the war on this.frontier, whe 
many of its civic and military events happened under my own obser- 
vation, T necessarily came in contact with many persons "not 
unknown to fame", and T might greatly extend the limits of this 
letter by stating may anecdotes of persons end things which might 
not be uninteresting, but T have no leisure to write a volume, 
besides being fearful of doing injuetice to the manory of some 
who are dead, T am unwilling to tread on the toes of those who 


are living. fT trust therefore you will excuse my inflicting a 
longer communication on you, but allow me to subscribemyselfs 
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with sentiments of respect and esteem, 
Your obedient servant, 


Signed + Chas. Townsend. 
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My father (Chas. Townsend) left hia homg in Norwich, 
Conn., June lst, 1801 and went to reside with Dr. Ripley of the 
Same place, to learn the drug business, remaining there until 
February, 1806, when he went to New York, continuing the business 
with Dr, Sehieflien and boarding in his family, Qhey being educated 
French people, my father learned the language in all its purity 
and was ever after able to converse with fluency. His knowl edge 
of drugs was of great service to him through life. 

Tn 2821 he went to Buffmle to reside, where he remained 


till his death, Sept. 14, 1847. He was born Jamary 22nd, 1786. 


